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Imshenetskf visit 

Xmshenetskf, WIC8ctorl Xrmtltute of Microbiology, Acad of Sci, USSR 
vi&xx! the SF0 Bay area around Apti 23, 1960. On that date, a~~~~~panied 
by nrs. R Y Star&w and 3 Doudoroff af the Dept Bauteriology, U of k&if., 
Berkeley, he was driwm to Palo Alto en route to Paciflo Grove to visit 
Dr c B van Niel. (1 had plmed to josn this party but was too preocoupied 
hatic just returned frm London IQWU.) We spent about 4 @ours together, 
inaludlng lunch before they went on. Imsh,'s English is fair; he was quite 
tired and on a numbw of occrasfons gave the impmssion of having tissed the 
main point of a discussion but picked Up a detail, 

de mad6 same attmtp to diaauss problem of 'space aricrobiologr~. One 
unit in his laboratory is devot. d to the study of radiation effsctsr he felt 
these coU3.d be much better simlated on the gromd than 2x conducted in 
space crraft, and the indicated doaa~~es are relatively mall. He indicated this 
as a main area of srb. research, another being the capture of metewitic dust 

which however posed great d&.fficulties at h3.gh tipa& velocities. He seerned 
Q little surprised that ws should be concerned fwnediateQ with zMJmds for 
&metary land- studies, gave the impression it had not occurred to him to 
be thinking about this in any detail. His insight Into basfc problezm seemed 
rather limited. 

Eotor his assistant director is Ierussalimski, who has written in Pravda 
on decontaxination techniques. 

fie foresaw great dlfffculties 3x1 producing any micmbiologlcal apmtus, 
felt this had to be handled by skilled engineers, and ix&crated his institute 
had rather poor instrumentational faoilfties/ 

i"ly overall impression, unl8ss he was mxdwained to evade the question, 1s 
that aatual. developmntal work for exobiola.&al experiments is not being 
seriously pursuedt however, thfs may be the provlme of other institutions, 
(Mophysics may be a more likely area insofar as this institute is ooncerned 
with Laika, and my be in closer touch with the space program generally.) jr'e 
did not go into details of decontamknation procedures - possibly Ierusstinski 
would have to be apprmohed more dfrwtly. Zwhenetskii s8med only r&Idly 
interested &I this area; he was pleased to 8e8 th8 rainiatW6 &fWhUr I&XWCO~~ 
and in&red wheb ithadbmm obtained. 

Insharnetskii’s general posture as a mimobiologlat was not tiprerrsive: however, 
language nay have been sormthing of a bartier to sophistiaated discussion. 

If Van Niel or Stanier have anythirg wre concrete to add, ill follow with sme. 


